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Foreword

The late XXth century saw a revolution in the relationship between Christians and
Jews. Christians had to confront the question of how their Church’s teaching about
the Jews and Judaism had paved the way for modern anti-Semitism and, finally,
the Shoah. Moreover the idea that the Jews were condemned to wander among the
nations until the end of days because they refused to acknowledge the Christian
Gospel had been empirically refuted by the establishment of the State of Israel.

Within Christendom, the single most important religious leader to bring about the
turnaround was Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli who became Pope in 1958 and chose the
name John XXIII. On the occasion of the 50th anniversary of his death (June 3rd,
2013), the American Jewish Committee and the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung partnered
in organizing a conference in Jerusalem to pay tribute to his historic legacy and to
discuss its relevance today and tomorrow.

That legacy includes the Second Vatican Council’s document Nostra Aetate (In Our
Age), i.e., the “Declaration on the Relation of the Church with Non-Christian Religions”,
promulgated on October 28th, 1965, by Pope Paul VI. Nostra Aetate negates any claim
that the Jewish people was responsible for the death of Jesus. Moreover, it rejects
the doctrine that the Jews were cast out by God and the Church came to take their
place as the inheritor of the Divine blessing. The document ratifies the eternity of
the Covenant between God and the Jewish people, alongside a firm condemnation
of anti-Semitism.

During the past five decades, Jewish-Christian dialogue has seen a remarkable
upswing. Two successors of John XXIII, John Paul II and Benedict XVI, unceasingly
emphasized the fact that the Christians have a unique spiritual connection to the
Jewish people, unparalleled to the relationship with any other world religion. Pursuant
to the historic pilgrimage of Pope John Paul II to the Holy Land, a Bilateral Commission
for interfaith dialogue between the Vatican and the Chief Rabbinate of Israel was
established, which celebrated a decade of its activity in 2013.




When the Bilateral Commission last met, it “reaffirmed the importance of educating
our respective communities about the nature, substance and significance” of the
changes brought about by Nostra Aetate. It accordingly called on “the Israeli Ministry
of Education, and on the Holy See’s Congregation for Catholic Education to explore
ways and means by which the above-mentioned developments and their substance
- together with respect for the identity and integrity of each other - can become an
integral part of the required syllabus of educational institutions under their respective
authorities.”

This appeal points to a most important task of Jewish-Christian dialogue today:
While the Christian teaching about the Jews and Judaism has dramatically changed,
knowledge about the advent of a new era in the relationship between Christians
and Jews has not reached the grassroots levels of each other’s community, at least
not across the board.

For many years, the American Jewish Committee and the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung
have partnered in fostering interfaith dialogue, not least of all by supporting the
Jerusalem meetings of the Bilateral Commission of the Holy See and the Chief
Rabbinate of Israel. We have several good timely reasons to present to the public
this documentation of Joint Statements issued by the Bilateral Commission: the 50th
anniversary of Pope John XXIII's death as well as his forthcoming canonization (along
with that of Pope John Paul II); the 10th meeting of the Bilateral Commission; and
the forthcoming visit of Pope Francis to the Holy Land.

May this publication contribute to spreading the message among Christians and Jews
that we have made far more progress in our mutual understanding and friendship
than conventional wisdom often seems to suggest.

Rabbi Dr David Rosen State Secr. (ret.) Michael Mertes
International Director of Interreligious Affairs  Representative to Israel
AlC Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung




Joint Statement of the Bilateral Commission meeting
of the Chief Rabbinate of Israel’s Delegation
for Relations with the Catholic Church and the
Delegation of the Holy See’s Commission for

Religious Relations with the Jews
Jerusalem, December 1-3, 2003; 6-8 Kislev 5764

1. After two meetings, in Jerusalem (June 2002, Tammuz 5762) and in Grottaferrata/
Rome (February 2003, Shvat 5763) the respective high ranking delegations convened
in Jerusalem to discuss the theme of The Relevance Of Central Teachings Of The
Holy Scriptures Which We Share For Contemporary Society And The Education Of
Future Generations Accordingly.

2. The deliberations took place in an atmosphere of mutual respect and amity and
satisfaction was expressed regarding the firm foundations that have already been
established between the two delegations with great promise for continuity and
effective collaboration.

3. The participants expressed their profound appreciation for the forthright statements
emanating from the Holy See condemning violence against innocents and denouncing
the current resurgent manifestations of antisemitism, as declared in the statements
of the Cardinals of the Vatican’s delegation to the Joint Commission Cardinals Walter
Kasper, Jorge Mejia. and Georges Cottier. In, this spirit, His Eminence Jorge Mejia
wrote to the Chief Rabbis of Israel: “It is indeed not only cruel but vile and quite
incompatible with any acceptable human standards to attack people in their places
of prayer.” Indeed, at the time of the Joint Commission’s meeting, His Holiness Pope
John Paul II issued a powerful. Appeal “to all men and women of good will to join
your voices with mine as I repeat that the holy name of God must never be used to
incite violence or terrorism, to promote hatred or exclusion.”




4. The presentations focussed on the foundational teaching in the Holy Scriptures
which we share, which declare the faith in the One Creator and Guide of the Universe
who has formed all human beings in His Divine Image with free will. Humankind is
thus one family with moral responsibility for one another. Awareness of this reality
leads to the religious and moral duty that may serve as a true charter for human
rights and dignity in our modern world and provide a genuine vision for a just society,
universal peace and wellbeing.

5. We live in a global village of unparalleled technological and scientific advances.
These present us with the challenge to use them for good and blessing and not for
evil and curse, God forbid. In this regard, the global system of mass communication
serves as a key edification vehicle. It behooves us to constructively utilise this
opportunity for global edification in keeping with our aforementioned shared religious
and moral aspirations.

6. It was emphasised that the response J L. . . \
) . Humankind is one family with moral
to the challenge of promoting religious

o _ . responsibility for one another.
faith in contemporary society, requires Awareness of this reality leads

us to provide living examples of to the religious and moral duty

justice, lovingkindness, tolerance and that may serve as a true charter
humility, in keeping with the words of for human rights and dignity in
the Prophet Micah. "It has been told our modern world and provide a
to you O man What is, good and the genuine vision for a just society,
Lord requires of you, but to do justice universal peace and wellbeing.

and lovingkindness and walk humbly R
with your God” (Mic 6:8)

7. Religious education can and must provide hope and direction for positive living
in @ human solidarity and harmony in our complex modern times. Above all, it is
faith in God that gives us true security and joy, in keeping with the verse in Psalm
16: "I have set the Lord always before me...and my heart rejoice...” (Ps 16:8-9).




8. In particular, religious leaders and educators have the special duty to instruct their
communities to pursue the paths of peace for the wellbeing of society at large. We
issue this appeal especially to the family of Abraham and we call upon all believers to
put aside weapons of war and destruction - “to seek peace and pursue it” (Ps 34:15).

9. As religious leaders we share in the pain and sorrow of all who suffer in the Holy
Land today - individuals, families and communities: and express our fervent hope
and prayers for an end to the trials and tribulations in the Land that is holy to us all.

10. Finally, we urge our own communities, schools and families, to live in mutual
respect and understanding and to immerse themselves in the study and teachings
of our Holy Scriptures which we share, for the enoblement of humanity, universal
peace and justice. Thus will the words of the Prophet be fulfilled: “and they shall
beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall
not lift up sword against nation and they shall not learn war any more” (Jes 2:4).




Joint Statement of the Bilateral Commission meeting
of the Delegation of the Holy See’s Commission for
Religious Relations with the Jews and the Chief
Rabbinate of Israel’s Delegation for Relations with

the Catholic Church
Grottaferrata (Roma), October 17-19, 2004; 2-4 MarCheshvan, 5765

1. The fourth meeting of the respective high ranking delegations took place in
Grottaferrata (Rome) on the theme of A Shared Vision of Social Justice and Ethical
Conduct in an atmosphere of amity and cordiality. This encounter was pursuant to
the successful previous three meetings in Jerusalem and Rome which had addressed

the themes:

- The Sanctity of Human Life and Family Values;

- The Relevance of Central Religious Teachings in the Holy Scriptures we share, for
Contemporary and Future Society.

2. In their opening welcomes, the chairmen of the delegations Cardinal Jorge Mejia
and Chief Rabbi Shear Yashuv Cohen, expressed their satisfaction and joy that
the meetings continue in a spirit of prayer and with a deepening relationship of
friendship and collaboration between the members of the delegations, which holds
great promise for the future.

3. The bilateral committee reiterated its commitment to the principle declarations of
the previous meetings which included a call for mutual respect of our different religious
identities; and affirmed a common rejection of any attempts to persuade people to
reject their own heritage. The committee similarly reiterated the past declarations’
condemnations of violence and terror in the name of religion as desecration of religion
itself; as well as of resurgent manifestations of anti-Semitism, which Pope John Paul
IT has described as “a sin against God and humankind”.




4. Deliberations of the current meeting focused on the inseparable relationship
between Faith and Social Justice based on the belief that all human moral values
have their source in God and are rooted in the Biblical teaching that each and every
human person is created in the Divine Image (Gen 1:26). Accordingly, our respective
religious traditions categorically reject moral relativism.

J \
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6. Accordingly, the Joint Committee called for special attention to be given to the
challenges of poverty, sickness and marginalisation; the inequitable distribution of
resources to combat these; the challenges of globalisation without human solidarity;
the need for peaceful resolution of conflicts; and our responsibilities in the face of
the spectre of terrorism in all its manifestations.

As people of Faith and moral heritage we are called to respond to the consequences
and implications of these as well as the social crisis caused by extreme individualism
and materialism. In this regard, special mention was made of abuse of sexuality
and of economic exploitation, which lead to new forms of modern slavery, including
trafficking in women and children that desecrates the dignity of the human person.




7. As believers in the One God whose name is Peace, prayer was offered up to Him to
bring an end to war, bloodshed, violence and suffering in the world - and in particular
in the Holy Land. The members of the Joint Committee accordingly called upon their
communities and leaders throughout the world to similarly intensify prayer and work
for the promotion of peace and harmony everywhere.

8. As this meeting took place on the eve of the 30th anniversary of the establishment
of the Holy See’s Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews (on October 22nd
1974); the committee took the opportunity to express its appreciation for the role
that the Commission has played in the implementation of Nostra Aetate (n. 4) and
the subsequent statements and documents advancing Catholic-Jewish reconciliation,
cooperation and understanding.




Joint Statement of the Bilateral Commission meeting
of the Chief Rabbinate of Israel’s Delegation
for Relations with the Catholic Church and the
Delegation of the Holy See’s Commission for

Religious Relations with the Jews
Jerusalem, June 26-28, 2005; 19-21 Sivan 5765

The opening evening was graced by the presence of the Rishon L'Zion, Rabbi Shlomo
Moshe Amar, Chief Rabbi of Israel, who expressed his fervent support for the dialogue
to emphasize profound shared values of the two Traditions while not ignoring the
distinctions that make us different faith communities. Above all, the purpose of the
dialogue is to promote the principles of sanctity and dignity of all human beings
and to advance our cooperation for these goals. In their welcome, the heads of the
respective delegations, Chief Rabbi Shear Yashuv Cohen and Cardinal Jorge Mejia
expressed their profound satisfaction at the depth of understanding and friendship
that had developed through the meetings of the bilateral committee.

II.

Opening the deliberations - as this was the first meeting since the passing of
Pope John Paul II of blessed memory - the chairmen made special mention of
his historic contribution to Catholic-Jewish reconciliation and to the fact that this
bilateral committee was the fruit of his initiative. Cardinal Mejia noted in addition,
the remarkable reference to the former Chief Rabbi of Rome in Pope John Paul II's
will. Appreciation was expressed for the commitment to continue to promote these
bilateral relations, on the part of his successor Pope Benedict XVI.




III.

The theme of this fifth meeting was The Relationship between Religious and Civil
Authority in the Jewish and Christian Traditions. Based on the Biblical vision of the
distinct roles of Priest, Prophet and King, as well as their respective relationships
with the people of God, the following key points were made:

1.) Religious values are crucial for the wellbeing of the individual and society

2.) The purpose of civil authority is to serve and provide for the welfare of the people
through respecting the life and dignity of every individual

3.) While emphasizing the importance of democracy in this regard, at the same time
it is essential to legally protect society from extreme individualism, exploitation by
vested interest groups and insensitivity to the cultural and moral values of religious
tradition

4.) Freedom of religion must be ) i i _
Discussion focussed on the

responsibility of the state to
guarantee the rights of all religious
communities giving special
attention to the situation and needs

guaranteed to both individuals and
communities by the religious and
civil authorities

5.) The relationship between of the Christian communities in the
religion and state must be based Holy Land, as well as the needs
on reciprocity, mutual respect and of Jewish communities around
cooperation the world, facilitating full social
and political equality without
6.) Legislation for the promotion undermining particular identities.
of particular religious values is N e

legitimate when done in harmony
with the principles of human rights




7.) We have an ethical obligation to demonstrate religious responsibility in these
regards, and especially to educate future generations through engaging media opinion
makers as well as through conventional educational channels

Iv.

Discussion focussed on the responsibility of the state to guarantee the rights of
all religious communities giving special attention to the situation and needs of the
Christian communities in the Holy Land, as well as the needs of Jewish communities
around the world, facilitating full social and political equality without undermining
particular identities.




Joint Statement of the Bilateral Commission meeting
of the Delegation of the Holy See’s Commission for
Religious Relations with the Jews and the Chief
Rabbinate of Israel’s Delegation for Relations with

the Catholic Church
Rome, February 26-28, 2006; 28-30 Shevat, 5766

1. At the sixth meeting of this bilateral commission held in Rome, we have addressed
the subject of the relationship between human life and technology - conscious of the
far reaching advances in medical science and the challenges as well as opportunities
that these present.

2. We affirm the principles of our respective Traditions that God is the Creator and
Lord of all life and that human life is sacred precisely because, as the Bible teaches,
the human person is created in the Divine Image (cfr. Gen 1:26-27). Because life is
a Divine gift to be respected and preserved, we perforce reject the idea of human
ownership of life and of the right of any human party to decide its value or extent.
Thus we repudiate the concept of active euthanasia (so-called mercy killing) as the
illegitimate human arrogation of an exclusive Divine authority to determine the time
of a person’s death.

3. We give thanks to the Creator for the capacities which He has given to humankind
to heal and preserve life and for the remarkable achievements facilitated in this
regard by contemporary science, medicine and technology. Nevertheless we recognise
that these blessed achievements bring with them greater responsibilities, profound
ethical challenges and potential dangers.

4. In this regard we reiterate the teachings of our heritages that all human knowledge
and capacities must serve and promote human life and dignity and thus be in harmony
with the moral values that emanate from the aforementioned principles. Accordingly
there must be limits to the application of science and technology in recognition of
the fact that not everything which is technically feasible is ethical.




5. Respect and care for human life must be a universal moral imperative guaranteed
by every civil society and its laws, thereby promoting a culture of life.

6. While rejecting human assumption of the Divine prerogative to determine the
time of death, we affirm the obligation to do the utmost to alleviate human suffering.

7. We urge medical practitioners and scientists to engage with and be guided by
the wisdom of religion in all matters of life and death. Therefore we recommend in
such matters, in addition to due consultation with the families concerned, that this
always take place with the relevant religious authorities.

8. The conviction that we share, that life on earth is but one stage in the soul’s
existence, must only lead us to a greater respect for the vessel - the human form
- in which the soul resides in this world. Accordingly we totally reject the idea that
the temporary nature of human existence on earth allows us to instrumentalise it.
In this regard we strongly condemn any kind of bloodshed to promote any ideology
- especially if this is done in the name of Religion. Such action is nothing less than

a desecration of the Divine Name. J _
9. Therefore we seek to advance the We totally reject the idea that
common good of humanity through the temporary nature of human
promoting respect for God, religion, existence on earth allows us to
its symbols, Holy Sites and Houses instrumentalise it. In this regard
of Worship. Abuse of any of these we strongly condemn any kind
must be rejected and condemned. of bloodshed to promote any
ideology - especially if this is
10. At the same time such abuses done in the name of Religion.
and the current tensions between Such action is nothing less than a
civilisations demand of us to reach desecration of the Divine Name.
out beyond our own bilateral
dialogue which has its unique \ s

compelling character. Thus we

believe that it is our duty to engage and involve the Muslim world and its leaders
in respectful dialogue and cooperation. Furthermore we appeal to world leaders to
appreciate the essential potential of the religious dimension to help resolve conflicts
and strife and call on them to support interreligious dialogue to this end.




Joint Statement of the Bilateral Commission meeting
of the Chief Rabbinate of Israel’s Delegation
for Relations with the Catholic Church and the
Delegation of the Holy See’s Commission for

Religious Relations with the Jews
Jerusalem, March 11-13, 2007; 21-23 Adar, 5767

1. At the seventh meeting of the above commission, held in Jerusalem, the chairmen
Cardinal Jorge Mejia and Chief Rabbi Shear Yashuv Cohen noted the significance of
the number seven within the biblical tradition as indicating fullness and maturity.
They expressed the hope that the fullness of the relationship between the Catholic
and the Jewish members of this commission will be a source of blessing to both faith
communities and the world at large.

Cardinal Mejia also noted the recent passing of Cardinal Johannes Willebrands former
president of the Holy See’s Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews and
a central figure in the historic transformation in Catholic-Jewish relations. May his
memory always be for a blessing.

2. The subject of the meeting was the Freedom of Religion and Conscience and its
Limits. The human capacity to choose is a manifestation of the Divine Image in which
all people are created (cf. Gen 1:26-27) and is foundational for the biblical concept of
human responsibility and Divine justice (cf. Deut 30:19).

3. God has created the human person as a social being which by definition places
limits on individual human freedom. Moreover freedom of choice is derived from God
and therefore is not absolute, but must reflect Divine will and law. Accordingly human
beings are called to freely obey the Divine will as manifested in the Creation and in His
revealed word. Jewish tradition emphasizes the Noachide Covenant (cf. Gen 9:9-12)
as containing the universal moral code which is incumbent on all humanity. This idea
is reflected in Christian scripture in the book of Acts 15:28-29.

4. Accordingly the idea of moral relativism is antithetical to this religious world view
and poses a serious threat to humanity. Even though the Enlightenment helped bring
about a purification from the abuse of religion, secular society still requires religious
foundations to sustain lasting moral values. Critical among these is the principle of
the sanctity of human life and dignity. Ethical monotheism affirms these as inviolable
human rights and therefore can provide inspiration in this regard for society at large.




5. While on principle the state should not at all limit freedom of religion for individuals
and communities nor of moral conscience, it has the responsibility to guarantee the
wellbeing and security of society. Accordingly it is obliged to intervene wherever and
whenever a threat is posed by the promotion, teaching or exercise of violence and
specifically terrorism and psychological manipulation in the name of religion.

6. In addition to respecting the freedom of religious choices, the integrity of faith
communities should also be guaranteed. Accordingly it is legitimate for a society with
a predominant religious identity to preserve its character, as long as this does not limit
the freedom of minority communities and individuals to profess their alternative religious
commitments, nor to limit their full civil rights and status as citizens, individuals and
communities. This obliges us all to safeguard the integrity and dignity of holy sites,
places of worship and cemeteries of all religious communities.

7. In the course of history, religious JEven though the Enlightenment helpedK
communities have not always been

bring about a purification from the
faithful to these values. Therefore b 9 f reli p | .
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religious leaders and communities to still requires religious foundations to
prevent the improper use of religion sustain lasting moral values. Critical
and to educate towards respect for among these is the principle of the
diversity which is essential in order sanctity of human life and dignity.

to ensure a healthy, stable and
peaceful society.

Ethical monotheism affirms these
as inviolable human rights and

In this regard, there is a special therefore can provide inspiration

role for families, schools and the \i“ this regard for society at Iarger
authorities of state and society as
well as the media to impart these
values to future generations. In conclusion the bilateral commission having met in the
Holy City of Jerusalem, expressed the prayer that the Almighty would bless and inspire
both religious and political leaders in the region and beyond, to work determinedly
to promote peace, dignity, security and tranquility in the Holy Land for all its peoples
and for the world as a whole.




Joint Statement of the Bilateral Commission
meeting of the Holy See’s Commission for Religious
Relations with the Jews and the Delegation of the
Chief Rabbinate of Israel’s Delegation for Relations

with the Catholic Church
Rome, January 17-20, 2010; 2-5 Shvat, 5770

1. The ninth meeting of the above Commission, was held in Rome, following the historic
visit of Pope Benedict XVI to the Great Synagogue which had been attended also by
the members of the Commission and at which the Pope categorically confirmed the
commitment of the Catholic Church and its will to deepen dialogue and fraternity with
Judaism and the Jewish People in accordance with Nostra Aetate, the subsequent
teachings of the Magisterium and in particular of his predecessor John Paul II. *On
this path we can walk together aware of the differences that exist between us, but
also aware of the fact that when we succeed in uniting our hearts and our hands in
response to the Lord’s call, His light comes closer and shines on all the peoples of
the world” (Papal Address at the Synagogue of Rome, 17 January 2010, sect. 8).
The Pope specifically praised the work, significance and achievements of the Bilateral
Commission about to hold its meeting on the subject of Catholic and Jewish teaching
on Creation and the Environment and wished the Commission a “profitable dialogue
on such a timely and important theme”.

2. The meeting was opened by the chairmen Cardinal Jorge Mejia and Chief Rabbi
Shear Yashuv Cohen who paid tribute to the late Ambassador Shmuel Hadas whose
contribution was so instrumental in the establishment of the commission.

3. The opening presentations focused on the tensions between secular environmentalist
movements and religious perspectives and emphasized that biblical teaching views
nature as being endowed with sanctity that flows from the Creator. It is He who
has charged humanity as the summit of his inherently good Creation (cf. Gen 1:31)
with the obligation of responsible custodianship (cf. Gen 2:15). Accordingly while
freedom and autonomy are given to humanity to develop and advance the natural
resources, as it is written “the Heavens are the Heavens of the Lord and earth has
been given to humankind” (Ps 115:16), these must always be expressed in a manner
that respects Divine sovereignty of the Universe, as it is written “the earth is the
Lord’s and all that is in it” (Ps 24:1).




4. Humankind today faces a unique environmental crisis which is substantially the
product of unbridled material and technological exploitation. While this challenge
must obviously be addressed through the necessary technical means as well as self
restraint, humility and discipline; the participants emphasized the essential need
for society to recognize the transcendent dimension of Creation that is critical to
ensure sustainable development and progress in an ethically responsible manner. Not
everything that is technically feasible is morally acceptable. It is this consciousness that
ensures that every aspect of human advancement promotes the wellbeing of future
generations and sanctifies the Divine Name, just as its absence leads to destructive
consequences for humanity and environment and profanes the Divine Name.

5. The Biblical Tradition that gives unique dignity to the human person must not
be understood in terms of domination but in terms of respect and solidarity. This
requires of us a sense of a "human ecology” in which our responsibility for the
eco-system is bound up with and reflective of our obligations to one another and
in particular “a special generosity towards the poor, towards women and children,
strangers, the sick, the weak and the needy” (Papal Address at the Synagogue of
Rome, 17 January 2010, sect. 7).

/ |
6. The ethical aspect of human The Biblical Tradition that gives
intervention in the natural order unique dignity to the human person
lies in the limitation on the power of must not be understood in terms of
science and its claim to absoluteness, domination but in terms of respect
and in the expression of human and solidarity. This requires of us
solidarity and moral responsibility a sense of a “human ecology” in

towards all. To that end the bilateral

which our responsibility for the
commission strongly urges that all

eco-system is bound up with and

scientific innovation and development . . .
} . . reflective of our obligations to one
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another.

religious ethical guidance. Similarly

States and international bodies A r
should engage in close consultation
with religious ethical leadership in order to ensure that progress be a blessing rather
than a curse. A genuine environmental ethic is a key condition for world peace and
harmony.

7. Above all, the critical importance of a moral religious education at all levels was
highlighted in order to guarantee responsible scientific and social development.




Joint Statement of the Bilateral Commission meeting
of the Chief Rabbinate of Israel’s Delegation
for Relations with the Catholic Church and the
Delegation of the Holy See’s Commission for

Religious Relations with the Jews
Jerusalem March 29-31, 2011; 23-25 Adar II, 5771

1. The Bilateral Commission of the delegations of the Chief Rabbinate of Israel and the
Holy See’s Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews held its tenth meeting
to discuss the Challenges of Faith and Religious Leadership in Secular Society. The
meeting opened with a moment of silence in memory of Chief Rabbi Yosef Azran
who had been a member of the Chief Rabbinate’s delegation for many years. Chief
Rabbi Shear Yashuv Cohen, co-chairman of the Bilateral Commission, welcomed the
participants and reaffirmed the historic nature and importance of these meetings.
His counterpart Cardinal Jorge Mejia brought the greetings of the Cardinal Kurt Koch,
recently appointed President of the Holy See’s Commission for Religious Relations
with the Jews, to the delegates. The Chief Rabbi of Israel, Rabbi Yona Metzger,
graced the meeting and expressed his strong support and encouragement for the
work of the Bilateral Commission, acknowledging its impact on the positive change
in perceptions of Jewish-Christian relations in Israeli society.

2. Deliberations sought to define the challenges that modern secular society faces. In
addition to its many benefits; rapid technological advancement, rampant consumerism,
and a nihilistic ideology with an exaggerated focus on the individual at the expense
of the community and collective wellbeing, have led to a moral crisis. Together with
the benefits of emancipation, the last century has witnessed unparalleled violence
and barbarity. Our modern world is substantially bereft of a sense of belonging,
meaning and purpose.




3. Faith and religious leadership have a critical role in responding to these realities,
in providing both hope and moral guidance derived from the awareness of the
Divine Presence and the Divine Image in all human beings. Our respective traditions
declare the importance of prayer, both as the expression of awareness of the Divine
Presence, and as the way to affirm that awareness and its moral imperatives. In
addition, the study of the Divine Word in Scripture offers the essential inspiration and
direction for life. The Biblical description of Moses (Exodus 3:1-15) was presented as
a paradigm of religious leadership who, through his encounter with God, responds to
the Divine call with total faith, loving his people, declaring the Word of God without
fear, embodying freedom and courage, and an authority that comes from obeying
God always and unconditionally, and listening to all, ready for dialogue.

4. The responsibility of the faithful is accordingly to testify to the Divine Presence in
our world (Isaiah 43:10), while acknowledging our failures in the past to be true and
full witnesses to this charge. Such testimony is also to be seen in education, focus
on youth and effective engagement of the media. Similarly, in the establishment
and operation of charitable institutions with special care for the vulnerable, sick

and marginalized, in the spirit of J _

“tikkun olam® (healing the world). In The modern focus of the individual
addition, the religious commitment needs to be rooted in a higher
to justice and peace also requires anthropological and spiritual
an engagement between religious framework that takes into account
leadership and the institutions of “the common good”, which finds
civil law. its expression in the religious
foundation of moral duties.
5. Modern secular society has  \ Ve

brought with it many benefits.
Indeed, if secular is understood in
terms of a broad-based engagement of society at large, this is likely to provide for
a society in which religion can flourish. Furthermore the abovementioned focus on
the individual has brought much blessing and led to an overwhelming attention to
the subject of civil rights. However, in order for such a focus to be sustainable, it




needs to be rooted in a higher anthropological and spiritual framework that takes into
account “the common good”, which finds its expression in the religious foundation
of moral duties. Society’s affirmation of such human duties, serves to empower and
enshrine the human rights of its constituents.

6. Resulting from the discussion on the practical implications for religious leadership
in relationship to current issues, the Bilateral Commission expressed the hope that
the outstanding matters in the negotiations between the Holy See and the State
of Israel would soon be resolved, and bilateral agreements speedily ratified for the
benefit of both communities.

The Catholic delegation took the opportunity to reiterate the historic teaching of
the Second Vatican Council’s declaration Nostra Aetate (No.4) regarding the Divine
Covenant with the Jewish People that “the Jews still remain most dear to God because
of their Fathers, for He, does not repent of the gifts He makes, nor of the calls He
issues (cf. Romans 11:28-29)"; and recalled the prayer for peace of Pope Benedict
XVI when receiving the Bilateral Delegation in Rome on March 12 2009, quoting
Psalm 125 “As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about
His people, from this time forth and for evermore.”




Joint Statement of the Bilateral Commission
meeting of the Holy See’s Commission for Religious
Relations with the Jews and the Delegation of the
Chief Rabbinate of Israel’s Delegation for Relations

with the Catholic Church
Rome, March 27-29, 2012; 4-6 Nissan, 5772

1. The Jewish co-chair Rabbi Shear Yashuv Cohen opened the meeting, giving thanks
to God for the historic transformation in Catholic-Jewish relations since the Second
Vatican Council (1962-65) and for the establishment of the bilateral commission of
the Chief Rabbinate of Israel and the Holy See, after the historic visit of Pope John
Paul II to Israel.

Cardinal Peter Turkson, the new Catholic co-chair, responded paying tribute to his
predecessor Cardinal Jorge Mejia and welcomed the delegations, in particular those
who had just joined the bilateral commission. Cardinal Mejia together with Cardinal
Cottier, as the former senior members of the Catholic delegation, accompanied by
Cardinal Kurt Koch, President of the Holy See’s Commission for Religious Relations
with the Jews, visited with the delegations and expressed their joy at the continuity
of this work as a blessing for both communities and for humanity.

2. The theme of this the 11" meeting of the bilateral commission was titled “Religious
perspectives on the current financial crisis: vision for a just economic order”. The
special guest on the first evening was Prof. Ettore Gotti Tedeschi, President of the
Vatican’s Istituto per le Opere di Religione, who provided an analysis of the causes
of the financial crisis and shared thoughts on possible ways forward. Papers on the
theme were provided by Dr. Meir Tamari, former chief economist of the Bank of
Israel, and Prof. Stefano Zamagni from the Economic Science Department of the
University of Bologna.

3. Following from the presentations and discussion, the following points were
highlighted: While many factors contributed to the financial crisis, at its roots lies




a crisis of moral values in which the importance of having, reflected in a culture of
greed, eclipsed the importance of being; and where the value of truth reflected in
honesty and transparency was sorely lacking in economic activity.

4. At the heart of Jewish and Catholic visions for a just economic order is the affirmation
of the sovereignity and providence of the Creator of the world with whom all wealth
originates and which is given to humankind as a gift for the common good.

5. Accordingly, the purpose of an economic order is to serve the wellbeing of society,
affirming the human dignity of all people, each created in the Divine Image. While this
concept of dignity affirms the value of the person, it is antithetical to egocentricity.
Rather, it requires the promotion of the wellbeing of the individual in relation to
community and society, emphasizing human obligations and responsibilities accordingly
and thereby affirming human solidarity and fraternity.

This posits the obligation to guarantee certain basic human needs, such as the
protection of life, sustenance, clothing, housing, health, education and employment.

Partl_cular attention must therefore JWhiIe T e G B toK
be given to the vulnerable - the . . . . .
poor, the orphan, the widow the financial crisis, at its roots lies
the sick and disabled; and the a crisis of moral values in which
stranger, which in today’s society is the importance of having, reflected
particularly relevant to migrant and in a culture of greed, eclipsed the
foreign workers - whose condition importance of being; and where the
serves as a measure of the moral value of truth reflected in honesty
health of society or lack thereof, and and transparency was sorely lacking
the degree of solidarity within it. in economic activity.
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6. Furthermore, just as the Divine
gift of wealth places obligations
upon the recipient in relation to those less fortunate materially; similarly countries
with developed economies have the obligation to recognize their responsibilities and
duties towards countries and societies in need - especially in this era of globalization.




7. Concepts highlighted for the promotion of a more just economic order included:
- the universal destination of the goods of the earth;

- a culture of “enough” that implies a degree of self-limitation and modesty;

- responsible stewardship;

- an ethical system of allocation of resources and priorities;

- and the critical importance of honesty, transparency, gratuitousness and

accountability.

8. Just as the crisis has required partial remission of debts on national and international
levels, there is a need to extend this to families and individuals for their economic
self-rehabilitation.

9. The members of the bilateral commission underscored the role that the faith
communities must play in contributing to a responsible economic order and the
importance of their engagement by government, educational institutions, and the
media, to this end.

10. In addition to the ethical wisdom drawn from our spiritual heritages, religious
communities are an integral part of civil society, which must play a central role
together with politics and business, in ensuring the subsidiarity necessary for a just
social and economic order.

11. Furthermore the crisis has revealed the profound lack of the ethical component in
economic thinking. Hence, it is imperative that institutes and academies of economic
studies and policy formation include ethical training in their curricula, similar to that
which has developed in recent years in the field of medical ethics; and also ethical
counselling to decision makers on a national and international level.

12. The meeting concluded with prayer to the Source of all blessing that the words
of the Psalmist will be fulfilled “Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and
peace have kissed (each other). Truth shall spring out of the earth and righteousness
shall look down from heaven. Yea, the Lord shall give (that which is) good; and our
land shall yield her increase. Righteousness shall go before Him; and shall set (us)
in the way of His steps” (Ps 85,11-14).




Joint Statement of the Bilateral Commission meeting
of the Chief Rabbinate of Israel’s Delegation
for Relations with the Catholic Church and the
Delegation of the Holy See’s Commission for

Religious Relations with the Jews
Jerusalem, April 29-30, 2013; Iyar 19-20, 5773

The Bilateral Commission of the Holy See and the Chief Rabbinate of Israel held
its 10th meeting in Mishkenot Sha’ananim, Jerusalem. The meeting dedicated its
first day to celebrating the memory of Pope John XXIII on the 50th anniversary of
his death, with a conference on his historic role in transforming the attitude and
teaching of the Catholic Church towards the Jewish people, based on mutual respect
and affirmation of the eternal Covenant between God and Israel in keeping with the
declaration Nostra Aetate of the Second Vatican Council.

Meeting shortly after the ascension of Pope Francis to the Papacy, the Commission
noted his past well-known deep engagement and friendship with the Jewish community
in Buenos Aires in particular. The Commission accordingly looks forward to the
continuation and deepening of Catholic-Jewish relations during his Papacy, following
on from the historic strides under his predecessors.

At this very time these are being epitomized in a particular way in the meeting taking
place at the Vatican between Pope Francis and President Shimon Peres, who had
sent a message of greeting to the Conference accordingly. This meeting in Rome
was noted with satisfaction by the Commission.

The Commission reaffirmed the importance of educating our respective communities
about the nature, substance and significance of these changes.




The Commission accordingly calls on the Israeli Ministry of Education, and on the
Holy See’s Congregation for Catholic Education to explore ways and means by which
the above-mentioned developments and their substance - together with respect for
the identity and integrity of each other - can become an integral part of the required
syllabus of educational institutions under their respective authorities.

The mutual respect and friendship that has been established between us over recent
years, brings with it the responsibility not only to present each other the way each
sees themselves; but also to defend and advance the wellbeing of each other’s
community. This requires us to stand up against prejudice and threats - in particular
against Jews and Christians. Especially where on community is the dominant ethos
of a country and the other is a vulnerable minority, the responsibility on the former
is even greater.

Accordingly, the Catholic delegation reaffirms the commitment of the Holy See to do
its utmost to combat anti-Semitism everywhere, in keeping with the declaration Nostra
Aetate, and especially where the dominant ethos is Catholic; and the delegation from
the Chief Rabbinate reaffirms its resolve to do its utmost to promote the wellbeing
of the Christian minority in the State of Israel.

In this regard, the Commission Jl'he Commission calls on the IsraeliK
Ministry of Education, and on the
Holy See’s Congregation for Catholic
Education to explore ways and
means by which the transformation
of the attitude and teaching of the
Catholic Church towards the Jewish
people - together with respect for
the identity and integrity of each

expresses its fervent hope that the
protracted negotiations between the
Holy See and the State of Israel to
resolve all outstanding issues will
be speedily resolved and ratified.

In conclusion the Bilateral

Commission reaffirmed its trust in other - can become an integral
the Lord of Creation and History, part of the required syllabus of
giving thanks for its dialogue and educational institutions under their
common witness, and asking for His respective authorities.

N\ 4

continued blessing on its endeavors.




Members of the Bilateral Commission

Rabbi Shear Yashuv Cohen (Chair) Jorge Cardinal Mejia (past Chair)

Rabbi Ratson Arussi Georges Cardinal Cottier O.P . (past co-Chair)
Rabbi Yossef Azran (deceased) Peter Cardinal Turkson (Chair)

Rabbi David Brodman Archbishop Elias Chacour

Rabbi David Rosen Bishop Giacinto-Boulos Marcuzzo

Mr. Oded Wiener Father Pierbattista Pizzaballa

Rabbi Prof. Daniel Sperber Mons. Pier Francesco Fumagalli

Rabbi Prof. Avraham Steinberg P. Norbert Hofmann S.D.
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