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Lambeth Palace meeting

My scheduled participation in the third summit of the Chief Rabbis of Israel and the Archbishop of Canterbury at Lambeth Palace on September 9th did not take place due to family bereavement which required me to return home early from New York. See the final communiqué at http://aco.org/acns/news.cfm/2008/9/10/ACNS4515)
IJCIC-Orthodox, Athens, Greece

On September 15th/16th  I was in Athens with my colleague Rabbi Richard marker, the vice-Chair of IJCIC , to prepare for the next IJCIC conference with the Orthodox Church under the authority of Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew. In addition, as a new Archbishop had assumed the leadership of the Church in Greece and this was an opportunity to meet the new administration.
At dinner on the 15th  we were the guests of the President of the Jewish community Mr. Moses Constantinis and his wife and joined by my special friend, Israel's Ambassador to Greece, Mr. Ali Yahya. This afforded an opportunity for briefings from both of them regarding Greek Jewry and Israeli concerns, in advance of the meetings the following day. 

The next day began with a meeting with the personal responsible for relations with Jewry on behalf of the Ecumenical Patriarchate - Metropolitan Emmanuel Adamakis,  the Orthodox Metropolitan of France and the Patriarchate's representative to the EU institutions. It was he who had extended the invitation for this visit to prepare for the IJCIC/Orthodox biennial conference.

After our meeting to discuss the latter, the rest of the morning was spent at the Archdiocese to become acquainted with the relevant personalities.

Thereafter  we met at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs with  Deputy Minister Theodore Kassimis who is responsible on behalf of the Greek government for Religious Affairs and who offered the support of his government for the consultation and expressed the desire for more intimate involvement in the bilateral dialogue and in multifaith initiatives.
At both the meetings at the Archdiocese and at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,   appreciation was expressed to both AJC and IJCIC for the support and advocacy that helped resolve the recognition of the status of the Patriarch of Jerusalem by the government of Israel; and for the close cooperative relationship that we enjoy with the Patriarchate. Further to the meeting with the Minister, additional meetings were held with his advisors.

As a result of these meetings, a decision was taken to hold the next bilateral consultation in Athens in 2009, probably in May.
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